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POLICE — DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GARY DREIBERGS 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.07 pm]: I rise today on behalf of the Western Australian 
government to acknowledge and thank Western Australia Police Force Deputy Commissioner Gary Dreibergs, 
who is leaving the WA Police Force after 40 years of service. A recipient of the Australian Police Medal, Gary’s 
40-year career has included metropolitan and regional service. He has spent more than 13 years as a senior executive 
of the WA Police Force, including six years as an assistant commissioner and more than seven years as a deputy 
commissioner. In recent years, Gary has played a pivotal role in WA’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
having served as a key member of the emergency management team, including the role of Acting State Emergency 
Coordinator and Vaccine Commander. He established Operation Tide to lead the operational roles of the WA Police 
Force and to ensure that all government stakeholders and industry groups had a trusted partner when navigating 
through the pandemic. He also played an integral role in facilitating the historic 2021 AFL grand final in Perth—
an event that will be remembered forever by millions of people in both Western Australia and across the nation. 
As WA’s Vaccine Commander, he has consistently led the push to drive up vaccination rates across the state. 
His efforts have seen WA achieve some of the highest vaccination rates in the nation—a feat that has delivered 
some of the best health, economic and social outcomes in Australia. Gary Dreibergs has been a key part of the 
WA Police Force for many years and has been pivotal in the advancement of police practice using innovation. 
I thank Deputy Commissioner Dreibergs for his four decades as an officer in which he has served the WA public 
with distinction, and I wish him all the very best for the next chapter of his career. 
The SPEAKER: I would also like to congratulate Gary Dreibergs on his outstanding contribution to the 
Western Australia Police Force and to the community of Western Australia. 
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